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Republic of Texas Records 
•  Introduction to the challenge"
•  Locating records available "
–  Migration patterns"
–  Timeline of Events at State and Local Level"
–  County and State boundary changes"

•  Mostly Likely Way to Locate Texas 
Ancestors"
–  Land Records"
–  Tax Records"
–  Court Records"
–  Others 
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Texas Research Challenges 
•  Everyone was on the move "
•  Many people coming were running 

away from the law or someone. "
•   New jurisdiction, new laws, and 

changing boundaries 
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Review Methodology 
•  Family Search Learn Wiki – Research Logs"

• https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Research_Logs "
•  Family Search Learn Wiki – Burned 

Counties"
• https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Burned_Counties_Research"

•  Family Search Learn Wiki – Overcoming 
Brick Walls"

• https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Solving_Tough_Research_Problems—
Overcoming_Brick_Walls 
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https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/
Burned_Counties_Research"
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https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Research_Logs "
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LOCATING RECORDS 
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Determine what you know  
•  Review all previous research"
•  Locate all pictures, records, and 

artifacts on the family you are 
researching"

•  Research Migration paths and 
maps"

•  Find what records are available"
•  Then draw up a research plan 
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Books 
•  Red Book for county histories and what is 

available  [1]"
•  Lloyd Bockstruck, Research in Texas [2]"
•  Gournay for Texas county boundary 

changes [4]"
•  Dollarhide for migration routes [9] 
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Online Resources 
•  TSLA Genealogy Resources and Records on 

Microfilm [42] and [40]"

•  Family Search Wiki   [47]"

•  Portal to Texas History    [39]"

•  Northeast Texas digital archive at TAMU (website 
later)"
• Search for county name, state, or record type (all three!)"
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Bell county inventory [39] (digitized book) 

Caution! 
•  At TSLA the tax records have a separate 

entry"
•  They do NOT appear under the county name!"

•  Use several or all of these sources to 
locate the records! Online repositories are 
changing rapidly.�
•  Logging your research will keep you from 

spinning your wheels! 
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https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Research_Logs "

LAND 
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 Considerations 
•  Migration paths, maps, and 

circumstances"
•  The lure of cheap land"
•  Serving in the military gave men a chance 

to see other parts of the state or country 
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Major Routes in the Republic of Texas 
1.  From Fulton, Arkansas crossing the Red 

River and on to Clarksville"
2.  Southern road across the Sabine at 

Gaines Ferry"
3.  From New Orleans or elsewhere in the 

ports of the coast (Galveston)"
4.  Across the Sabine into Nacodoches 
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[54] 
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First Land Boards 
•  Nacogdoches and Clarksville (Red River 

county)"
•  Even if you have no indication that your 

ancestor may have lived in one of these 
counties check them both!"

•  Use your maps  http://digital.sfasu.edu/  
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[54] 
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http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tqpeiffer/Documents/Ancestral
%20Migration%20Archives/Migration%20Photo%20Galleries/(5)%20SOUTHEASTERN
%20GULF%20PLAINS/GEN.%20MAPS-%20SE%20GULF%20PLAINS/
NativeAmericanTrailsinFLGASCALMSLA.jpg 
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How to Use Land Records 
•  Pay attention to dates on Land Grants"
• What entitled them to receive the grant?"

•  (arrival date, military service ?)"
• Make complete transcriptions of all grants, 

surveys, and deeds"
•  Find the neighbors, put into research plan"

•               (county biographies, published works, census)"

•  Examine the Surveys for Chain Carriers.        "

•  (maybe a relative or a neighbor) 
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Ledger from Red River County Land Board 

43. Heirs of Joseph A.B. Duncan "640 "Sept 27 1837"
44. Heirs of Thomas L Duncan "              640 "Sept 27 1837 ""
45. Hiram Kirkpatrick " "            1280 "Sept 27 1837 

Land Records are Important! 
•  Deeds books were used for MANY 

records"
•  (marriages, adoptions, military records, etc.)"

•  Residence as well as death and 
inheritance"
•  Texas is a community property state "

• Men had to bring in their wives to be questioned by the judge 
before they sold community property. 
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TAXES 
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Why & Who 
•  Person Purchases or sells land only a few 

times in a life. 

•  Would appeared on the property tax rolls 
every year.  

• Adult men, as well as a few widows and 
single women.  

• Taxed farm animals, wagons, and buggies. 
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Tax records, cont. 
• Tax records listed each person who was taxed, even not head of 

a households. 

• When someone appears: moving into county, becoming an 
adult , purchasing land or farm animals.  

• When he stopped appearing on the rolls, he may have moved, 
died, gotten too old. 

• An older man may have given his farm to a son and moved into 
the son’s home.  
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Age of person taxed changed! From Red book 
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Transcribe tax lists 

• Transcribe them over a period of years. Not 
less than 5, preferably 10. 

• Look for name changes on same property.  

• Look for long form of names and different 
spellings.  

• Notice who is new and who is missing.  
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COURT / LEGISLATIVE 
RECORDS 
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Gammel's Laws of Texas [39] 
• Gammel summarized the early legislative acts. 

• This could be business incorporations, patents, 
divorces, or land disputes before the courts were 
established. 

• Available on the Portal to Texas History  
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Courts jurisdictions evolved over time! 
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• Justice of Peace Courts 

•    Lowest level of court, maybe multiple due to size of county  

•    Any case punishable by fine only 

• Municipal Courts 

•  Only for incorporated cities, cases involve public safety and 
quality of life 

Courts jurisdictions evolved over time! 
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• County Courts 

• Appeals from JP and municipal courts,  

• District Courts 

• Felony, title to land, election contest, divorces, probate 
Criminal law has separate courts now! 

Use ALL records available! 
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Online Digital Archives 
Documents, indexes, subject 
summaries, photographs, and maps 
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http://texashistory.unt.edu/ 
Portal to Texas History 
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EVERYTHING ELSE 
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Scholastic Census [37] 

http://dmc.tamu-commerce.edu/index.php 
North Texas Digital Collection 
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North Texas Digital Collections 

• http://dmc.tamu-commerce.edu/index.php 

Others 
•  Civil war tax lists at NARA"
•  Pension papers at NARA 
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QUESTIONS? 
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